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HOPE FOR FUTURE: A $9 mililon settlement may
allow Javon Willlams, 9, at right on his father Wal-
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bert’s lap In this earlier photo, to finally live at home
with his sister Kentrell, left, and brother Tyrell.

Boy in coma awarded $9 million

By Joseph Hall
TORONTO STAR

A young boy who has been in a virtual
coma for seven years after undergoing a
tonsillectomy is to receive what his lawyer
says is one of the largest medical settle-
ments in Canada.

Toronto lawyer Richard Sommers says
Javon Michael Willlams, 8, was last week
awarded a minimum of about $9 million
from the North York General Hospital,
‘where he suffered severe brain damage
" while recuperating from the relatively sim-
“ple operation,

' Madam Justice Mabel Van Camp made
. the judgment Sept. 15, based on an earlier
assessment of damages agreed to by both

5.
' “l don't know how to put thiz into
m said Javon's mother, Judy Wil-

“It has set my mind et ease because after
'seven years we finally know what hap-
pened to him on that day,”

That day was March 13, 1985, when 17-
month-old Javon had his tonsils and ade-
noids removed at the Leslie 5t hospital.

~ He was placed in the husyltal'& tonsil

suite, where he suffered a r?' ratory arrest
that caused brain damag mmers said,
“Our position was that the hospital failed

to monitor his condition with sufficient
care,” Sommers said.

“"He was placed in a semi-comatose state,
unable to be aware of his surroundings,
he’s remained in that state until today and
will remain that way forever.”

Sommers said hospital staff not only
failed to detect the boy's labored breathing
in time but gave him an overdose of co-
deine, an inappropriate treatment,

Javon and his mother, whose husband
Walbert is an unemployved laborer, will be

aid in monthly instaiments beginning at
gﬁ,?aﬁ and indexed at 3 per cent a year.

But Javon's estate, Sommers said, is
worth a minimum of $9,010,183 right now
and he could receive as much as 514 mil-
lion should he live to be 50,

While ordering the hospital to pay, Van
Camp said a cross-claim between the hospi-
fal and some of its staflfl over damages
would continue to be heard.

A hospital spokesperson refused to com-

ment on the case, saying it was still hefore
the courts and no final judgment has been
given,

But Semmers said the battle was now
solely between the hospital and staff in-
volved in the incident over who should be

nsible for the damapes.

‘he hospital was also ordered to pay
£181,371 to the Ontario Health Insurance
Plan and $226,785 to the provincial com-
munity and social services ministry.

“I cannot tell you whether this is the larg-
est settlement in Canada, but it is certainly
one of the largest, without a doubt," Som-
mers said.

Williams, a homemaker who attended ev-
ery day of the Ontario Court, general divi-
sion, hearings, says the money may allow
the family fo take Javon home from Eloor-
view Children’s Hospital.

“It would mean an awful lot, having him
at home,"” she said.

“He would need a lot of care; he does not
rea{t‘l?( know what is happening to him.

“We talk to him, but it is hard to tell what

ning. He does have a brother and

is hap
ough, and he should be with them."
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By Marilyn Dunlop
TORONTO STAR

Will injury end Gretzky’s career?

sure on 4 nerve that runs between pia
ribs, causing ihe intense chest and side

Callwood urges Yes vote

‘Pm tired
of feeling

sad about

Canada’

By Edison Stewart
'TORONTO STAR

OTTAWA — A blue-ribbon group of
Canadians has launched a national
campaign to sell the constitutional deal
lea from social activist
June Callwood: “I am tired of feeling
sad about this country and I'm thrilled

with a simple

to be able to say Yes."

“We are convinced that, the more Ca-
nadians know about this agreement
and the benefits for the country, the
more convinced they will be to make
the same choice we have and vote Yes"”
in the Oct. 26 referendum, Callwood

said yesterday.

She is one of seven co-chairs of
the committes, a non-partisan
group set up by the three major
political parties.

The others are former Liberal
Eresident Iona C io; Yves

ortier, former ambassador to
the United Nations; Chinese Ca-
nadian community leader Joseph
Wong, head of Toronto’s United
Way; Mary Simon of Quebec,
past-president of the Inuit Cir-
cumpolar Conference; Michel
Bastarache, a top Acadian busi-
nessman; and Ted Newall, head
of the powerful Business Council
on Mational [ssues.

The seven were chosen at least
partly for their ability fo counter
criticisms of the package.

Callwood, a Toronto feminist,
disagreed with the National Ac-
tion Committee on the Status of
Women — and Simon disagreed
with the Mative Women's Associ-
alion of Canada — that the deal
threatens to undermine the rights
of women.

Fortier, a former president of
the Canadian Bar Association,
underscored that view as he
backed the plan to recognize
Quebec ag a criminct society, pro-
tect official-language minorities,
overhaul Parliament, recognize
aboriginal sell-government, and
create a so-called social charter.

“The agreement will make us a
stronger country, a more unified
country, a more democratic coun-
try," Fortier said,

h‘"rbg'ti d_ea% does _nn&lﬁndennine
the rnights of any province or any
group of Canadgans."

Yes commiitee.

CALLWOOD: Gne
of 7 co-chalring

Markets
eyeing
Canada’s
big debt

By David Crane
TORONTO STAR

WASHINGTON — With the
constifutional referendum de-
bate under way, financial
markets around the world are

beginning to focus on the Ca-

nadiam dollar, just asthe
Frénch referendum on the
Treaty of Maastricht led to
intensifiec speculation in En-
ropean money a week ago.,
Canada got a taste of that
this week when the dollar ~
- piunnnﬁtﬁ'd
= more thana
AHB]YSEE cent in a sin<
le day after

polls showed gamns for the No -

side in Quebec and former
prime minister Pierre Tru-
deau criticized the constitu-
tional accord.

And, as the Oct, 26 referen- :

dum nears, pension fund
managers in New York, in-
surance firms in Tokyo and

money traders in London are

bound to heighten their at-
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