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Girl wins $15 million over Sick Kids surgery

2 doctors liable,
hospital absolved

By ALAN BARNES
STAFF REPORTER
A 16-year-old girl has been
awarded a projected $15 million
for lifelong care because she
suffered incurable brain dam-

age following open-heart sur-
gery when she was almost 5§
years: old.

A judge has found two doc-
tors at the Hospital for Sick
Chiidren liable for an operating
mistake on Jessica Hock of Win-
nipeg, but has absolved the hos-
pital and other staff of any
blame.

Mr. Justice Bruce Hawkins of

Ontario Court, general division,
a structured settle-
ment which could total more
mantlgﬂmiﬂionw}{udc
lives to 80 years. ife expéc-
tancy is considered normal, the
court was told.
Hawkins expressed no “rela-
tive degrees of fault" between
gurgeon Dr. William Williams
and cardiologist Dr. Jeffrey

Smallhom in his 14-page writ:
ten judgment that was released
Monday.
A 2(—:-:1@ trial was held last
summier, 1 after Art and
Wilma H brought action
against the doctors and hospital
on behalf of their daughter.
Jessica recovered physically
from & second operation to cor-
rect the error made in the first

Crush of fans at free J ays game

JEFF GOODE / TOROMTO STAR

Blue Jays fans are caught up in a scary pre-game surge yesterday as some doors at SkyDome don’t open

to let them attend the first free

game in the club’s htstory The mini-stampede left several people shaken

up, including some small children, but fortunately no one was injured. Stories, A6 and Sports.

Blast suspect’s
friends charged

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Investigators have charged two
E:?Haﬂ'.;rs who are friends of

oma bombing suspect
Timothy McVeigh with conspir-
ing with him to make explosive
devices in Michigan.

James Nichals, 41, and T::g

Nichols, 40, were
piotﬁng with McVeigh to make
explosive devices in Michigan in

1992 and 1994, US. attorney
Saul Green described them ‘as
“hottle bombs and smaller ex-
plosive devices.”
Mﬂ"eigl't was not charged in
complaint, Green
saud it related only to that state.
McVeigh, a former soldier,

has been refusing to speak to
authorities, claiming he is a po-

litical er, Reuters reports,
The Nichols brothers have

been held since Friday as mate-
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rial witnesses in the Oklahoma
bomhbing.

Meanwhile, a federal law en-
forcement official in Washing-
ton safd the wvehicle McVeigh
was driving when he was
stopped for traffic violations
shorfly after the bombing
showed traces: of nitrates and
high explosive, but that it was
not yet possible to concliusively
link them to last week's attack,

The official estimated the
bomb weighed 2,180 kilograms,
the highest figure yet.

The affidavit used to charge
James  Nichols said the FBI
found 28 bags of fertilizer and a
drum of fuel oil on his farm in
Decker, Mich. The FBI has said
similar substances, which are
common on farms, were used to
make the Oklahoma City bomb.

Also yesterday, the death toll

1 & ¢
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NEW DRAWING: FBI issues
more detailed sketch of
suspect John Doe 2.

in the Oklahoma City blast rose
to 96 and the FBI issued a more
detailed sketch of John Doe 2,
the second bomb suspect.

And rescuers working at the
downtown building were 24 to
48 hours away from the heart of
a 250-tonne plle of rubble, the
area where they expect to find
at least 100 more hodies, includ-
ing up to 20 children.

% More storles, A10-AT1

School board threatens
to charge day cares rent

By JANE ARMSTRONG
CITY HALE BUREAU
The East York school board
wanis to start mg rents of
up to 510,000 a year to day-care
centres that operate in ils
schools, a move that could

plunge centres
deeply into debt.

Some might have to close for

m . m the
a spo

Metro Coalition for Better Child

Care. Others might have to con-

solidate.

The proposal has angered
many advocates who argue that
Metro’s  struggling  child-care
system barely managed to eke

through the 1995 budget debate
without having to close centres.

“It’s just onie more stress they
m centres) don't need,”

And Bedard fears East York's
move will prompt other boards
to follow suit, Already, Scarbor-
¥ i 2 i Bosed 1 o

5 said her board is con-
sidering a similar rate hike in
1996,

Child-care centres currently
pay $1 a year to rent space in
public schools in East York, To-
ronto. and Secarborough. No

%~ Please see East , back page

Filmon’s Tories
win in Manitoba
WINMNIPEG (Staffy — Gary
Filmon's Progressive Conserva-
l:iv?iwn; l:a third straight term
mTh:mTurles were hmded their
second stralght majority I:r_t.r vot-

while the Liberals lost ground.
i~ Full story, A2

Ginger Rogers
dead at 83

Ginger rs, who made 10
of the mnguﬁbﬂme musicals of
all time with Fred Astaire, be-
ginning with. Flying Down To
Rip (1983) to The Barkieys Of
Broadway (1949), died yester-
day of natural causes at her
Rancho Mirage home in Califor-
nla at the of 83,

The trouper, star of
both stage and screen, had been
left virtually wheelchair-bound
by a stroke in the mid-1980s.
(%~ Full story, C1

but it is “an utter tragedy be-
cause she sustained brain dam-
age, said Richard Sommers,
the girl's lawyer.

“She's a lovely girl" but she
has the mental capacity of an 8-

.to 9-year-old, he said. "She'll al-

ways require supervision and
care. She'll not be able to live
independently.”

Sommers said the award is

one of the largest for personal
injury.

He said it is unprecedented
for a little girl to have routine
open-heart surgery and end up
with brain damage,

Jessica was 'born in Thunder
Bay with a congenital heart de-
fect — a hole in the heart — and

% Plesse sea Braln , back paga
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Brain-damaged patient
awarded $15 million

(& Continued from A4

brought to the Hospital for Sick
Children for a checlaup when
she was one month old, the
judge noted.

As part of this condition,
there was a narrowing or block-
age of the outlet from the yen-
tricular chamber into the artery
that takes the blood to the
lungs, Sommers said,

He said it was noted during
the initial examination and a de-
cision was later made to have
her return to the hospital when
she was about 4 or 5, consid-
ered the best age for the neces-

gorrective: SUrgery.

ﬂﬁawldm found that during
his examination fou‘:tmlm‘ two
days before her operation

onylfda;r 286, 1943, Smalthorn did
not ldmml’:.r the “muscle bun-
dle" that was blocking the flow
of blood despite the earlier find-
ing which was available to him.

Consequently, Willlams did
not remove the obstruction and
as a result oxygenated blood
could not reach her brain and
she developed brain damage,
Sommers said.

Jessica was left for 2t days
in the room with low
bload pressure and a fast heart-
beat and her condition *had de-
teriorated to a critical level,” the
judge wrote.

Mothing was done until a resi.
dent came along and made the
said. ' g

He said that a second opera-
tion was carried out immediate-
ly and the blocking muscle tis-
sue was identified and removed.

“But by then it was too late,”
he said.

The judge ruled that the
blockapge should have been seen
and then removed during the
first operation.

“ find on the balance of
probability” the failure to re-
move the bl tissue

“There has been no satisfac-
tory answer as to why the cor-
rective surgery technique ap-
plied in the second operation
were niot applied in the first.”

Nefther Williams nor Smal-
lhorn could be reached for com-
ment.

Media camp takes shape
for Paul Bernardo trial

By JoHN DUNCANSON
‘STAFF REFORTER

A media camp is quickly ris-
ing around the University Ave.
courthouse where Paul Ber-
nardo’s frial for first-degree
murder iz set to begin next

week

A massive collection of scaf-
folding, 4.6 metres high and
half a block long, now takes
up a large chunk of sidewalk
on the north side of Armoury
St., just across from the main
entrance to the courthouse.

The steel structure will
serve as a platform for dozens
of camera operators who will
be mltt[éiﬂmﬂhuﬂd-
ing during the trial, expected
to last four months.

Work crews were also busy
:.rﬁtm“day setmug seven

networks: planning daily cov-
erage of one of Canada’s most
sensational murder trials.

Bermardo, 30, has pleaded
not Elﬁlty to nine chﬂ.l'sﬂ'; in=
cluding first-degree murder in
the sex slayings of Kristen
@m‘; 15, and Leslie Mahaf-

1

French was abducted from a
St. Catharines lot in
April, 1992, and was found
deadtwowmmterlnaﬁm
o o s S

n
June, 1991, and was

(™ Plessa soo Madla, A7



