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By Chris Welner Toronto Slar

Antonella Giannone is-a bright
and energetic: [0-year-old who
has jusl been awarded $3.27 mil
lion — plus five vears' Interest —
in Canada’s largest-ever malpracs
tice award.

“Money doest’l change my life,

it just buys more stufl. Tt won't
bring my arm back,” the Grade 5
student at All Baints Catholic
School sald in an!interview yes-
terday,
“{i‘faym;nwﬁ} used 1o.call me so
many different names, bul now
that they know me better and my
character — just because 1 have
one-arm doesn't niean T have
some disease.”

The pretty Etobicoke girl with
big brown eyes and thick birown
hair Iz gelting the mondey’ [ive
years: after she broke her right
arm in a fall, then developed gan-
grene and had to have it ampu-
‘tated just above the elbow.

L. Howard Weinberg admit-
ted liability in.a trial last fall and
has been prdered to make the
record payment. He will appeal.

‘Happy, stunned’

Antonella’s maother Anna, 43,
sdid she was “happy, stunned; and
emptional” when her lawyer call
éd with the news in the morning,
Her husband Marip, 50, and sons
Frank, 14, and Nicky, 6, can clase
smother chapter in their painfyl
ardesal, ‘But 1t also starts @ new
story line that will Tast the rest of
their daughter's life

“People assume 33 aiillion Is-a
ot of money, but nol when you
fieed medical attention all your
life,”" she said, "It's mot like voun
weon-a lottery and.can just have
fin for the rest’ of your life,
There’s always sadness You ¢an
never take that away.”

Mrs, Giannone said the award
15 high, but presthetics were “lit-
Lle more than hooks" several
yefars ago and nothing compared
to the lighter, faster electrical
arms being developed Loday tha
cost up Lo $50,000.

Held in trust

She'll have Lo have 3 new one
every [live yeéars beeause they
wear put,

The award by Ontario Supreme
Court Justice John J. Fitzperald
includes 3953 867 for “the best
prosthetic devices availahle”
through her life, $342,532 for lost
futore income, $161.274 for
housekeeping  expenses, $79,000
for investment management, spe-
cial damages of §16,014 and
general :iamn%ces af $125,000. The
largest chunk of the award,
31,615,000 is Lo cover income tax
the full amount will penerate in
her lifetime:

Interest doe on the award is
aboul $450,000, bringing the total
Ly maore than $3.7 million, said
the Giannones' lawyer, Hobert
Hoth:

The: money I§ being held in
trust with the Supreme Court of
Oritario and will be turned over
1 Glannone when she turns 18,
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tice award. "Money doesn't change my life . .

Her father Mario Giannone has
been. granted $200,000 to cover
current expenses and he can
apply to the court for more
muney (or any additional ex-
PEnsEs,

Defence lawyer David Doherly
said the award putstrips previous
cases where a limb has been lost
by more than $2.5 million.

“There is'a serious danger she
will develop skin problems, neck
pain, and psychological problems
with depression and will probably

suffer-an emotional erisis during
adolesence,” Fitzgerald said in
his judgment.

"1 hope thal Antonella will
understand (court findings) are
based upon probabilities and ean-
nol take into accounti the inner
sirength and courage of ‘a person
it Nas no way lo measure.”

Antonella had: fallen from the
verandah of her parents’ West-
bank Crescent home and suffered
a severe compound [racture of
herarm in August, 1981,

$3.2 million malpractice award

‘won’t bring arm back’ girl says

RON BULL TORONTO STAR
$3 million girk: Antonella Giannone, 10, whose right. arm was amputated, and her mother Anna
are all smiles after a Judge awarded her more than $3.27 million In Ganada’s largest-ever malprac-

. It won't bring my arm back;" Antonella said,

She was irested at Hummber
Memorial Hospital by Weinberg
and discharged the following day
with her arnt ina cast, When she
returned the next day running a
fever,, Weinherp: Said the little
girl's east was too Light, split it to
relieve pressure’ and prescribed
2225 for pain.

But the Jittle girl was brought
back to the hospital again a day
fater wherethe vast was removed

See DOCTOR/page AY

By Martin Cohn Toronto Star

exporis.

gatiations.

Mulreney stunned opposition
crities by endorsing their protests
— fespite his government's policy
of fostering closer ties with the
LS,

MPs from all three parties pass-
e arare, unanimous resolution de-
manding a withdrawal of tha *un-
fair* duty:

And in a Telex sent Lo Reagan,
Mulroney Bluntly accused him of
breaking agreements reached at
thelr summil meetings n Quebéc
city and Washington.

“This American Initiative s
pure protectionism, the precise
thing you and 1 plédged, in Quebec
and Washinglon, we would seek o
avoid,"" Mulroney said.

“Canada- is now placed in the
position of being foreed 1o consider
an appropriate response.”

Reagan personally approved a
fiveeyear tariffl plan to be Imposed
against cedar shakes and shingles,

O Aide savs Reagan still wants
free frade pact, Page A10

used for roofing and siding on
hiouses; 'on 'the grounds that Cana-
dian imports are harming the .S
industry.

The tariffs are set at 35 per cent
for the first 30 months, 20 per cent
for the next two years and 8 per
cent for the final-six months.

Expressing his “profound disap-
peintment,” Mulroney told Reagan
that the tariff is “a punitive meas-
ure ‘against Canadian’ products”
And, in a sipnificant line, Mulroney
suggested thal the new lariff is
undermining free trade {alks,

“This unjustifiable action is:all
the more appatling in the context
of freer trade negotiations be-
tween our’ two ‘eountries having
been officially initiated this week,”
the Telex gaid.

The' Americans, who were
caught off guard by the vigor of
the Canadian protest, are nol ex-
pected Lo officially respond until
next week.

*Very serious’

Bul Canada pulled no diplomatic
punches, Apart from the Telex —
delivered by Canada’s Washington
embassy to the White House —
External Affairs Minister Joe

Clark telephoned his US. counter-
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.'octor to appeal malpractice award _
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and Weinberg discovered she had
gas gangrene.

She was taken to the Hogpital [or
Sick: Children where surgeons
amputated her 4rm below Lhe
abow.

"1 didn't wanl L accepl (armpus
tation) or belleve it," said Anna
Giannone. '‘1 thought they (Sick
Kide doctors) were just a bunch of
liars — my thoughl wss wrong. 1
realized those people did every-
thing possible lo save her lile
There was no other choice.”

Ciannone said her family was
shattered by the tragedy and did-
n't know how Lo ¢ope.

Antonella became llke a baby
“who needed a lol of stlention }
wasn't used {o giving her, T'had Lo

v wash her, dress her, feed her and
! tie her shoes — things vou don't

think of if you have two lands”
ghe said,

Dressed in a pink and white
party dress with pink patent-leath-
er shoes, Antonella was ready for a
sleady stream of medid callers.

She fold The Star how she still
suffers phantom pains (in the arm
that fsn' there) and how everyday
there is real pain that "leels like &
hammer’s pounding on my arm"

She has had o learn Lo write
with her left hand and still relies on
classtnates for sume note-taking in
her French-immersion program,
The youngster already speaks Eng-
lish and Ttalian,

She- says math iz her favorite
subject and likes playing With i
computers, although ke most 10
year-olds;. ‘her. favorite. part ol
sehool is recess where she can-skip
rope or play basketball.

The myo-electric prosthesis she

now wears is little more than cos--

metie, although it can move the
elbow and grip solid olijects in its
fingertips. '

“When [ was little, 1 thought I'd

llke to be a nbrse or docter but |

don't know now, ' she said,

Dr. Weinberg’s lawyer said he
will file.an appeal next week.

“We think there sre significant
guestions aboul the way His Lord-
ship has caleulated the gward”
Boherty sald. "Whether it's-oul of
liniear nol s (gt the Cotrt of N
peal; but given awards in similar
cases in Canatla, 1 was surprised.”

AnOntaris Supreme Court judge
lesl November ardered an anesthe-
tist to payd recond S22 million 1o
i Startorough woman who suffer-
ed permanent brain damage and
blindness during.an operation he
supervised.

b

part, Secretary of State Geurge

shultz, to complain,

And late yesterday, Clark's depu-

Ly, James. Taylor, summoned US.

Amhbassador Thomas Niles to a
| meeting at the external affairs de-
pariment in Oftawa to reinforce
the Canadlan protest, government
sulirees said,

Clark'told reporters that Shultz
“understood fully what I was say-
ing, and why 1 was saying it"
Canadd is considering “a range of
commercial responses” and  will
decide soon, he added.

"The United Siates is very often
a country difficult to be [riendly
to," Clark said. "TFhis:has; been s
very -serlous, in our judgment,
violation ol underlakings given at
Queber.”

A joint declaration by Reagan

See ULS./page A1
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Angry PM
says Reagan
broke word

OTTAWA — Prime Minister Brian Mulroney has rebuked
U5, President RHonald Reagan for breaking a personal promise
and slapping “appalling” new trade tariffs on certain lumber

In his strongest denunciation yet of U.S: economic policy,
Mulroney yesterday said Reagan had betrayed his pledge to
avoid increased protectionism during sensitive free-trade ne-

Reagan's “bizarre” decision to impose stiff new tariffs on
5200 million worth of Canadian cedar roofing and siding ex-
ports — affecting theusands of British Columbia workers — is
“unfair and unjustified,” Mulroney told the House of Commons.

Extra-bill -
fines may
be altered

By Denise Harrington
Toronto Star

Ontario doctors: could be made
to, pay increasingly stiff fines for
repeated violations of a proposed
ban on-extra-billing, Health Minjs-
ter Murray Elston says,

But the fines will be lower than
the $10,000 maximum now pro-
posed in legislation to end the prac
tice, Elston said yesterday:

The Liberal government is con-
sidering a sliding scale of Tines in
BIll 84, but Elston said he wants fo
reduce the maximum fine level
when the bill is brought before the
Legislature next week lor amend-
ments and detailed review.

“The guestion s whether vou
want to do that or whether you
want 1o have a siding scale,” El-
ston said at the Clarke Institutesof
Psychiatry after addressing a eqn:

A

ference onmental health,

“We're willing to.consider some-
thing like that,"

Graduated fines

"1 think what people want to see
i sort of alevel of graduated fines
or’ whatever — or there may be
another mechanism for enforcing
it (a ban) altogether."

Elston said he had “no problem
with cutting (the $10.000 fine) jn
half." i

The government offered to
eliminate the fines completely if
the Ontario Medical Association
agreed to g ban and would help-ens
force one. But association leaders
rejected that and other aspects of a
10-point provincial negatiating
package several weeks ago.

Elston announced this week that
he wants the extra-billing bam to
become law as quickly as possible;
now that the two sides have falled
to reach an agreement, The doc-
tors Liave: called for a province-
wide strike: Thursday, and Friday
over the ban,

Work out details

Elston -said he has nol worked
oul detalls ol the fines but they will
be tied to continued vielations.
Fhat's whal happens when you
have a sliding scale and they will
be inereasing on the basis of {the
number of) violations,” Elston said.

Sourees later said the Liberaly
wold like the fines to apply in dll
separate instances of extra-hilling:
That means. that, if doctors are
found to have extra-billed five pa-
tients in spite of a ban, they wauld
pay fines [or each instance,

The minimum finés: have not
been determined, but sources said
they could start at about $1;000

See ONTARIO/ page A4
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| Eggleton exploring idea
of Toronto Olympics in ’96

Toronte s interested in holding the 1996 summer Olympics, but
“there's a lot of spadework to be done™ before a formal bid can he sub-
mitted, Mayor Art Eggleton said yvesterday.,

Eggleton siaid he has sent an “exploratory” letter to the Canadian

| Olympic Committee, asking what has to be done to make a formal hid.

[0 the meantime, Eggleton told reporters, studics are under way to

| fall

think about holding the Olvimpics,

-4ee if the games can be held in Metro. The results should be ready by

i Eggleton said a group of Metro residents, led hy Olympic sailor
 Paul Henderson. approached him ahout a year ago to suggest Toronto




