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$10M award upheld in birth ‘catastrophe’

‘Woman, now 20, can’t walk, talk or eat
Doctors found negligent in 83 delivery
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ded. While Power’s rea-
e were “loss

teto

ablefora.n “obstetrical catastro-
phe” that took place in a small
mnhaspmdehverymmhas
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The money will help pay for
the future care of Melissa Craw-
ford who was born severely
i resuled f g; by
agossa It of e gence Y

the two physicians.

“Tknow people think she's go-
toberich, butshe’s not going
to be rich. It wlll meet her

needs”

terview yesterday from her

ey
turned on the testimony of ex-
perts, Infact, the doctors’ expert
witnesses — along with Pen-
ney’sown medical charts — sup-
port Crawford’s claim that Me-
lissa’s condition resulted from
negligence and was entirely pre-
ventable, said Justices Jean-
arc Labrosse, Robert
and Eleanore Cronk.

“This case was a very impor-
tantone for the obstetrical com-
munity” Domenic Crolla, the
Ottawa lawyer who represented
Penney and Healey on appeal,
said yesterday, “and I think
Lhey‘re gomg to be looking at it

i i ex Ritfaed St
mers, who, along with Robert
Roth, the

‘wa, where she and herhusbal;;ir

sy, weighed nearly 11
birth.. Allhuuyl her ‘head deliv-
ered normally, her shoulders
became stuckin the birth canal.

Herbrain was starved of oxygen
for 15 minutes and she vias ef-
fectivelyborn dead, but later re-

citated.

Atrialjudgeruledlastyearthat
Dr. Brian Penney had an unre-
alisticview of his ability to man-
age Crawford's high risk preg-
hancy, failed to properly diag-
nose and treat her gestahona.l
dzabetes and manage the deliv-

e b
“devastating” credibility find-
ings against Penney and his col-
league, Dr. Greg Healey, a three-
judgepanelofthe Ontario Court
rday. Al-

tion, Power concluded the con-
versation never took place.

On appeal, Penney and co-de-
fendant Healey, Who main-
tained Melissa's injuries were
the result of an unforeseen
emergency, argued that Power
failed to adequately explain why
the doctors were liable and that
he ignored key evidence from
expert witnesses, who said the.
doctors acted reasonably. The
experts also testified that Craw-
ford's vwas not a high-risk preg-

uld have been

han-
dled by amidwife.

, Craw-
fords through the trial and ap-
peal, said he hopes the case will
teach physicians to be more
“forthco
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Healey, decided to induce la-
bour and deliver the baby him:

. desperate manoeuvres to get,

I

examining rd, i
la.bour should be mduced. Two

o beralt ek the Crawﬁmds saie%
that once she started

normal contractions and diffi-

culties developed in getting Me-
lissa’s shoulders through the.
birth canal, the drug used to in--

recéived,  duce labour — oxytocin —
speclal cate when st learned che was pregnart vith Melrssa, ight, now 20. i
Tnstead, Penney ordered the.
dosage increased. Both physi-.
also found that Penneys testi- ist. She'd had a recent miscar- an obstetrician. cians are still practising — Hea-:
mony was contradictedbywhat  riage, was i a i howey- leyinthel
hewrotein his charts; family history of diabetes and ez, Crawford rapidly gained ney still in castern Ontario, al--

After learning she was preg-
nant in May, 1985, Grawion
walked info Penney’ office and

ly
had deliveredalarge babyin the
past. Penney assured her it was
unnecessaryandifany concerns

developed, rto

weight, developed high blood
pressure and, ultimately, gesta-
tional diabetes. But Penney, af-
ter consulting with colleague

though ot at the Smiths Falls:

Hospital, said Daniel Boivin, a,

Jéawyerwhoa!sorepmentedthe
loctors.



